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*Rand article from wiki 


The making and showing of motion pictures became a source of profit almost as soon as the 
process was invented. Upon seeing how successful their new invention, and its product, was 
in their native France, the Lumiéres quickly set about touring the Continent to exhibit the 
first films privately to royalty and publicly to the masses. In each country, they would 
normally add new, local scenes to their catalogue and, quickly enough, found local 
entrepreneurs in the various countries of Europe to buy their equipment and photograph, 
export, import, and screen additional product commercially. The Oberammergau Passion 
Play of 1898citation needed was the first commercial motion picture ever produced. Other 
pictures soon followed, and motion pictures became a separate industry that overshadowed 
the vaudeville world. Dedicated theaters and companies formed specifically to produce and 
distribute films, while motion picture actors became major celebrities and commanded huge 
fees for their performances. By 1917 Charlie Chaplin had a contract that called for an 
annual salary of one million dollars. From 1931 to 1956, film was also the only image 
storage and playback system for television programming until the introduction of videotape 
recorders. 


Trailer and teaser Main article: Film trailer Trailers or previews are advertisements for 
films that will be shown in 1 to 3 months at a cinema. Back in the early days of cinema, with 
theaters that had only one or two screens, only certain trailers were shown for the films that 
were going to be shown there. Later, when theaters added more screens or new theaters 
were built with a lot of screens, all different trailers were shown even if they werent going 
to play that film in that theater. Film studios realized that the more trailers that were shown 
even if it wasnt going to be shown in that particular theater the more patrons would go to a 
different theater to see the film when it came out. The term trailer comes from their having 


originally been shown at the end of a film program. That practice did not last long because 
patrons tended to leave the theater after the films ended, but the name has stuck. Trailers 
are now shown before the film or the A film in a double feature program begins. Film 
trailers are also common on DVDs and Blu-ray Discs, as well as on the Internet and mobile 
devices. Trailers are created to be engaging and interesting for viewers. As a result, in the 
Internet era, viewers often seek out trailers to Watch them. Of the ten billion videos Watch 
ed online annually in 2008, film trailers ranked third, after news and user-created videos.12 
Teasers are a much shorter preview or advertisement that lasts only 10 to 30 seconds. 
Teasers are used to get patrons excited about a film coming out in the next six to twelve 
months. Teasers may be produced even before the film production is completed. 


On May 3, 2021, the governors of Connecticut, New Jersey, and New York jointly announced 
that they planned to lift most capacity restrictions on businesses on May 19 for cinemas in 
New York, they would not be limited in how many patrons may be present, but there must 
be 6 feet 1.8 m social distancing between groups.209210 On May 4, Los Angeles County 
was moved to yellow Minimal tier by state health officials,211 but the LACDPH did not allow 
cinemas to use the 75% option.212 Due to progress on vaccination, New York and California 
lifted capacity restrictions, including those on cinemas, in June 2021.213214 By August 
2021, however, due to spread of Delta variant and waning vaccination rates nationwide, 
New York City where only 55% of residents were fully-vaccinated announced on August 3 
that effective September 13, access to indoor entertainment venues including cinemas will 
be restricted to those who are vaccinated.215216 In October 2021, Los Angeles announced 
that starting November 4 residents will be required to show proof of a COVID-19 
vaccination to enter movie theaters.217 
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